
Shortest Military Contract

Experience and Skills
Financial Benefits
Flexibility

Benefits of a Short 
Contract

Retention Problems
Experience Gap
Leadership Skills

Impact on the Military

Most short military contracts 
have a two-year active duty 
period, but there could be 
flexibility based on the 
branch and job. Some 
branches may offer shorter 
options, like 18 months, for 
specific roles.

Variations in 
Enlistment Length

Deciding on a short contract 
needs thought. Researching 
branches and MOS options, 
knowing the contract 
requirements, and 
considering career goals and 
risk tolerance are essential.t

The Decision-
Making Process

Wrapping up the semester

Revisit the course as a whole
Assess your team's 

performance
Write your Final Reflectionwww.theshortest.org

Interested in serving your country but concerned 
about a long commitment? The military has short 

enlistment options worth exploring.


